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of heat losses due to radiation from the feed pipe between the heater and the boiler, or between the primary heater and any secondary device which may be employed. The use of a primary heater is based upon the impossibility or rather the practical imfeasibility of reducing the temperature of the exhaust steam to that of the cooling water. That is, the small increase in power is offset by greater increased loss in the condenser plant.
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FIG. 125.
In the case of engines using vapors other than steam where the pressure at exhaust is still above atmospheric^ the gain in power from the lowering of the back pressure line justifies the maintenance of a lower temperature in the exhaust condenser, so that tho question of a primary feed-fluid heater is eliminated both from the thermal as well as the practical point of view. (See temperatures quoted on pp. 255-257 for the B and ^Ethylaminc engines.